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EXCAVATING 
SAFELY  
NEAR PIPELINES.
What you need to know - Natural Gas

Please keep this brochure for future reference in case of an emergency.
To request additional copies, please contact us. See inside cover for contact details.

To ensure everyone’s safety, it is important that you share this information with 
any residents, workers, contractors or other individuals who may conduct work on 
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Why are you receiving this brochure?
This brochure contains important safety information for those doing 
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Prevent an incident, 
before it happens
CALL 811—it’s free

The best safety practices stop accidents before they happen. Just like you won’t 
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Recognizing a pipeline in your area
The general location of pipelines can be determined by two characteristics: 
a pipeline right-of-way (ROW) and pipeline markers.

Right-of-way

•	 A ROW can usually be recognized as a cleared strip of land in a linear or fairly 
straight line, cleared of structures and trees.

•	
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What if I need to use the right-of-way?
Depending on your plans or activity, it can still be possible for you to work on 
or use the ROW. Some activities are permitted under normal farming practices, 
while crossings and encroachments require approval and oversight from the 
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Responding to a leak or pipeline strike
A “strike” is any contact with a pipeline and can include mechanical 
equipment like a backhoe, or hand tools such as a shovel. Any contact with 
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How do I know if I need a crossing agreement?
While this isn’t a comprehensive list, it can provide guidance on some of the most 
common activities undertaken on or near a ROW.

Requires written consent:

•	 Constructing or installing a facility 
across, on, along or under a 
TC Energy pipeline right-of-way.

•	 Conducting ground disturbance 
(excavation or digging) on or within 
the prescribed area (30 meters or 
100 feet from the centerline of the 
pipeline).

•	
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What does TC Energy do to ensure pipeline safety?
TC Energy conducts a rigorous pipeline maintenance program to ensure the 
integrity and safety of our systems. This includes but is not limited to:

•	 24/7 monitoring of our facilities 
•	 In-line inspections of pipelines 








